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SURVEY RESPONSES 
  
How does this topic area impact you? 

● I am always looking for connection local talents with paying, creative opportunities, ones 
that enhance our community on a larger scale than "art on the wall." 

● I am an enthusiastic audience member for all of the great theater and art in New Haven. I 
believe it helps our businesses and brings our community together. It is one of the reasons 
I love New Haven and it is something that New Haven has to offer the State, as well as 
the region. 

● The Festival operates in downtown New Haven and brings 80,000 people to over 200 
events and produces over $9,000,000 of economic impact. 

● Can't find recent books 
● This is something to consider in terms of revitalization in a part of town that needs 

assistance 
● I take great pride in the city and its culture. I love events that bring in out of towners, 

bring townies together and boost the cities reputation in a positive manner. 
● I see the benefit of introducing young people to the theater and increasing opportunities 

for residents to attend without having to purchase tickets. Transportation to Long Wharf 
is always an issue though. The FH Branch of the NHFPL is well-used and does unique 
things like supporting a community garden behind the library that brings fresh produce 
from the garden inside every Thursday so library patrons can take it for free. 

 
What are some suggestions you have for this administration related to this topic area? 

● A coordinated AC&T Officer from City Hall with a concise plan. Assistance working 
with the many developers of condos and apartments who benefit from the vibrant cultural 
community, but do not give any support to the non-profits that are the engines of these 
cultural activities. 

● Find a way for New Haven Libraries to accept donations. They currently can't due to lack 
of staff that would be able to process them. New Haven Works and NHPL can work 
together like New Haven Works and Yale Library does to fulfil this need, and help New 
Haveners get library skills to get jobs with temporary/part-time work. 

● Creating space at the table (City level) for an Artist to have views on things like place 
making, new construction/ development projects, cultural enhancements, public and 
interactive art installments. Sharing information on Tax breaks/ grant opportunities & 
supply some to help with those "wordy" applications. 

● Not letting art be the first thing to be cut in schools. Many only have part-time arts 
teachers. We have many student opportunities at the Shubert, but schools don't always 
take advantage. Some of this is funding, but a lot is just the information getting to the 
right people to organize it. 

● I've got a few different ideas but this is to deal with the Columbus Day issue as I see it: 
Wooster Square will not take kindly to the City changing policy BUT there is specific 
history throughout Italy (particularly in Amalfi from where the majority of the Wooster 
Square Italians descended) for an October harvest festival that celebrates the Chestnut 
Harvest. And in Wooster Square we have a Chestnut Street, one of only two tree names, 
along with olive, which, for obvious reasons, could be used to also do a spring festival for 
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the olive harvest. Chestnut Festa is culturally relevant throughout Italy and could serve as 
a City-sponsored side-by-side with Columbus Day until such time as we phase out 
Columbus Day. This is a nuanced solution that will take time but if properly supported 
I'm sure the neighborhood and the city as a whole will enjoy it. I'm confident St. 
Michael’s Parish would support much as it does a seemingly unrelated Cherry Blossom 
Fest. 

● I would like to understand how the city of New Haven and the public schools are 
supporting the arts and see what can be improved. 

● 1. Hire a visionary leader to run the Department of Culture Affairs who will listen and 
respond to what the community needs 2. Take a leadership stake in creating + 
implementing a regional creative equity plan 3. Forge strategic collaborations with all the 
agencies engaged in the arts in New Haven - Cultural Affairs Department within 
Economic Development, NHPS, Parks + Recreation, Town Green, REX, Chamber of 
Commerce, Elm City Innovation Collaborative, Market New Haven, Visit New Haven, 
Arts Council, Yale Properties, + Community Foundation 

● Support and promote the arts! It makes sense economically and brings us together. of 
course, people need food, housing, jobs, the arts does not replace the need for the basics. 

● https://www.starlandyard.com/ Savannah built at low cost a space for food trucks to come 
into, a brewery opened nearby, the City provided some games and some chairs, and go 
tout of the way. 

● I would love to see the City work with the NFL to host a preseason game (Patriots or any 
combination thereof) at the Yale Bowl. I took great pride in seeing so many people out 
enjoying the Yale-Harvard game, but that only happens every other year. Having that 
many people in town is a boom to all area businesses. I think the teams would be 
interested in the opportunity to play at an NFL caliber stadium (especially with the new 
turf) elsewhere in their markets, especially in the pre-season where the novelty of being 
the only NFL game all year in CT will lead to a large draw. At home stadiums fans might 
take for granted the opportunity to see NFL locally and not go to pre-season games, 
especially the later ones, where stars might not be on the field. 

● 1. Libraries: increase library hours in the neighborhoods 2. Seek other partnerships 
possibly including transportation to Long Wharf like the NHFPL/Long Wharf Theater 
collaboration 

● I would like to see a venue to screen & host events as well as be a production 
stage/filming location. I would like to pick up the Bijou Theatre in Bridgeport and have 
something of that capacity here in New Haven for the creative artistic community to use 
together. This seemed like it might happen when Long Wharf/Shubert & Albertus 
Magnus almost bought the venue on the corner of Crown & College 

● Murals and public art, including storm drain art, interactive art, functional art (i.e. art 
installations that produce renewable energy) should be prioritized in areas outside of 
downtown – work with NXTHVN, Arts Council, LAGI (Land Art Generator Initiative), 
Save the Sound w/ Lots of Fish (storm drain art) 

 
What is currently being done well that the new administration should encourage and/or 
strengthen? 
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● The Library is doing great work. I hope we choose a new librarian who will continue in 
the same spirit. The Library is a critically important public institution and deserves the 
City's unfailing support. 

● I am hopeful that the new Director of Arts, Culture & Tourism will work well with the 
diverse arts community in New Haven to strengthen & combine efforts to keep New 
Haven as the arts capital of the state. 

● Art in vacant spaces/windows Public Art (banners, permanent sculptures). Grant 
programs for small business, artists, community organizers that are not Non-profit. 

● Youth@Work type initiatives 
● Embraces that New Haven is the cultural capital of CT and along with vibrant restaurants 

and entertainment have assisted in bringing a large population to the downtown core. 
● Spaces for the arts, support of the International Festival of Arts and Ideas.The libraries do 

very creative and meaningful programs and are very inviting to all in the neighborhoods. 
● It is important that the city continues to invest in its artists and creative organizations 

through the cultural vitality grant; however, the process needs an overhaul with a new 
strategy 

 
Is there any way in which you’d like to help or contribute? Or do you have any other comments, 
questions, or concerns? 

● Hold meetings about Art funding opportunities at an Artist studio or creative facility. 
● The non-profit community is very fragile and the challenges of fundraising are getting 

more and more challenging. The anchor organizations all have less than one year of 
working capital and are at risk of deteriorating financial conditions. The city needs to 
insure that the essence of what makes this community so joyful to live in, remains 
healthy. 

● There have been too many scandals and issues with the New Haven Police Department. 
You need to find out what they need so that they are able to fulfill their obligations as law 
enforcement to the community. We are such a small city with such a high crime rate still, 
many repeat offenders. 

● I would love to be on an arts committee. 
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ADDITIONAL SUGGESTIONS 
 

● Promote Arts and Ideas Festival Fellowship program for high school students 
● On library late fees, from Citylab: “Chicago is one of a growing number of cities trying 

to make access to libraries more equitable. Its own data revealed that one in three 
cardholders in the public library’s south district, where many of the communities are of 
color and living in poverty, cannot check out books. That’s compared to one in six people 
in the wealthier north district. It’s likely that many who have unpaid fines fail to pay them 
because they don’t have the disposable income to do so.”  

● Exhibits in city hall showcasing talent in the city, especially kids' artwork. Through 
cultural affairs, invite organizations to line the atrium for a month, on a rotating calendar. 

● Find better ways to coordinate efforts between arts organizations and the schools/. 
● At former Strong School and Goffe St Armory, create permanent multi use spaces for 

arts, culture and community organizations to use. 
● Please keep ‘Christmas’ in Christmas. Last year I wrote to News8 voicing my offense 

when they referred to the lighting of the ‘New Haven “Holiday Tree.”’ I tried to explain 
that it’s always been a ‘Christmas Tree’ and always will be and that NO ONE takes 
offense at that beautiful term. I was told ‘that’s what New Haven has called it.’ I was 
heartbroken. Please be different, please uphold tradition, please keep ‘Christmas’ in 
Christmas. 

● No AM radio that is an unbiased talk show gives a traffic report or any good news of 
New Haven. 600 is Bpt and is right biased. The Hartford station only covers major 
general traffic and is right biased. NPR only gives traffic if huge delay. If you are proud 
of New Haven, please get it on the air. 

● Poetry should play a larger role than it does right now in the city's life. I would love to 
see 'pop up' poems on the Green, possibly in April [poetry month]. I saw a version of this 
in Cambridge, Mass and also instituted it for a few weeks on the Foote School Campus 

● The city might also consider having an official Poet Laureate position as many other 
towns and municipalities across Connecticut do. It's usually a two or three year position 
[unpaid] with the person dedicated to spreading poetry in all sorts of ways with 
workshops, performances, and publications, going into schools, retirement homes, and 
other community venues. West Haven recently appointed their first Poet Laureate, Tony 
Fusco, who arranged for about 20 poets from across Connecticut to read for Open Studios 
at Yale's West Haven Campus. 

● I am originally from a suburb of Boston and spent a decent amount of time between CT 
and MA. I understand you and your team have numerous items that will fill your agenda 
as you take office, but one thing I would like to see you address is New Haven's 
statewide image. I work in Westbrook, CT, and it has always shocked me how many 
people in Connecticut suburbs have written off their in-state cities compared to 
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Boston/NYC. There is no denying that New Haven has had issues throughout the years, 
but I feel there is an active ignorance of how much the city can offer in terms of bars, 
food, museums, and entertainment. I live in New Haven, so I am fully aware of all of the 
benefits, but it is clear that the message is not getting outside of the city. I am not a 
marketing expert, but I think there has to be a concerted effort to highlight what the city 
has to offer to individuals outside of it. The Town Green District, The Shops at Yale, 
College Street Music, and the individual restaurants/bars each do their part to promote 
NH, but the city should coordinate these efforts and blast them to the rest of the state. 
More events should be organized and planned to get others into the city and show them 
everything it has to offer. Stamford has done a great job with its Live @ Five series in the 
summer. Similar events should be proposed. This is all to help a long term image 
problem that will have college grads in CT pursue jobs in and near NH once they 
graduate as nearly all of my high school friends have done with Boston. My final thought 
is that more and consistent effort needs to be put in to clean up the Green and to make it a 
center of activity in New Haven. It is truly a beautiful part of the city, which is severely 
underused. 
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